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January Storm Event 

On January 21st and 22nd, a large storm event brought significant rain to the area

and Sand City experienced flooding within low lying areas of the City which

affected residents and businesses.  Members of the City Council, the Mayor and

the City Manager met in the early hours of Monday, January 22nd to review and

assess the scope of flooding, along with support from the Fire Department and

Public Works staff.  Since the incident, the Office of the City Manager and the

Engineering and Public Works departments have been working tirelessly to

address concerns expressed by community members and business owners.

Division Chief Matt Harris assists Monty Miller access the stormwater outfall at 
the end of West Bay Street.
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Groundbreaking for Sand City’s First Hotel

A very successful groundbreaking was held on January 17, 2024, at the site of the

new dual branded Courtyard and Residence Inn by Marriott on Morgan’s Way. The

hotel developer, architect, financing and construction team were in attendance,

along with Sand City Mayor - Mary Ann Carbone, the City Manager - Vibeke

Norgaard, City Councilmembers, City Staff, and community members.

The four-story hotel is designed to provide an elevated level of amenities within

the City. The site will include 215 hotel rooms, a hotel lounge, a fitness center, a

pool/jacuzzi, meeting spaces, a restaurant, and a bar. The future development is

anticipated to increase support for the tourism industry throughout the community

and surrounding region, as well as generate revenue that will help pay for the

increased costs that come with maintaining and improving our ever-growing city.

The hotel will be constructed on an approximately four-acre site located at the

southwest corner of Tioga Avenue and California Avenue, directly south of the

Sand Dollar Shopping Center. Site grading for the hotel parcels is underway.

Construction is anticipated to be completed by December 2025.
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The Phase 1 off-site improvements associated with the development of the West

End South of Tioga Project have been completed on California Avenue, Tioga

Avenue, Morgan’s Way, and Shake Avenue. These improvements consist of new

streets, utilities, parklets, stormwater facilities, landscaping, and signing and

striping. California Avenue, Tioga Avenue, and Shake Avenue are open to the

public, while most of Morgan’s Way remains closed during construction of the new

dual branded Courtyard and Residence Inn by Marriott.

Esselen-Ohlone Park

The City is proud to announce the completion of the all-new Esselen-Ohlone Park

at the West End South of Tioga development. Located on Morgan’s Way, public

access to the park will be provided from Tioga Avenue along a protected path.

However, the park will remain closed to the public until a safe path of access is

provided that allows for safe passage through the South of Tioga construction site.

Be on the lookout for signs directing visitors to the park!

West End South of Tioga Development 

Phase 1 O�-site Improvements
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Completion of Repairs to the West Bay

Street Viewing Platform 

Repairs to the viewing platform at the end of West Bay Street were completed in

December 2023. Improvements included repairs to the viewing platform, walkway,

and the street. The area was opened to the public prior to the new year and

continues to be a very popular point of access to Monterey State Beach. It is a

wonderful place to bring your lunch and take in the surrounding natural beauty. A

new sign identifying biological resources and points of interest along the Monterey

Bay is set to be installed in February 2024. We hope to see you out there!

West End Stormwater Improvement Project

- Contra Costa Street and Catalina Street

The project will rehabilitate and construct new street pavement, curb, gutter,

sidewalk, and incorporate low-impact development (LID) improvements including

bioretention facilities, permeable pavement, new stormdrain inlets, pipes, and

infiltration chambers. The project will improve water quality, reduce urban

contaminants, help mitigate localized flooding, install trees and landscaping to

increase urban greening, and improve pedestrian walkability. The project was

designed to capture, treat, and infiltrate stormwater in order to reduce the amount

of urban pollutants entering the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and

improve the environment.

The Contra Costa Street portion of the project has been awarded grant funding

from the California State Water Board Proposition 1 Stormwater Implementation
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The Catalina Street portion of the project has been awarded grant funding from the

California Department of Water Resources Proposition 1 Round 1 Integrated

Regional Water Management Grant Program.

The project is currently addressing utility conflicts and relocation with construction

anticipated to begin by summer 2024.

Calabrese Park Renovations Nearing

Completion

The City is proud to announce that renovations to Calabrese Park near City Hall

are nearing completion. Updates include all new woodwork railings and staircases,

as well as, all new play structures and landscaping. The City hopes to hold a grand

re-opening of Calabrese Park in the coming weeks, with plans for the park to be

fully open to the public near the end of February or the beginning of March.
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HCD Requests Revisions to Initial Draft

Housing Element 

On December 21, 2023, the City

received a 90-day Initial Review letter

from Housing and Community

Development (HCD). The letter

acknowledges that many statutory

requirements were addressed in the

Initial Draft Housing Element. However,

revisions are necessary to substantially

comply with State Housing Element

Law (Gov. Code Section 65580 et seq).

City staff is currently working on a

revised draft in response to comments

received in the HCD 90-day Initial

Review letter. City staff anticipates a

complete Revised Draft Housing
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Element available for a seven-day

review period per the requirements of

AB 215 in early February.

Subsequently, all comments received

will be addressed and the revised draft

will be submitted to HCD for a 60-day

review period. To follow along with the

City of Sand City's 6th Cycle Housing

Element Update process, click here.

Sand City Police Department - Get to Know

Commander Mike Mount

Commander Mount was born and raised in Monterey County and graduated from

North County High. In 2001, he graduated from the Gavilan College Public Safety

Academy and was hired by the Monterey County Sheriff's Office. In 2004, joined

the ranks of the Sand City Police Department.

Commander Mount has served the community as a patrol officer, field training

officer, and as a member of the Monterey Peninsula Regional Special Response

Unit, and has been selected as the Officer of the Year three times. He was

promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 2016, and promoted to the rank of Police

Commander in 2023.

Commander Mount is a supporter and advocate for people with intellectual

disabilities. He actively participates in the Special Olympics Torch Run and the

Special Olympics Police in Pursuit race where he earned a 1st Place in 2018!

(See picture of him racing below.)

The Department is fortunate to have Commander Mike in leadership at the SCPD.
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Sand City in the News

Sand City receives donated

parcel that may help with future

traffic flow
January 25, 2024

James Herrera

SAND CITY – A tiny parcel of land was

recently donated to Sand City which

could have future implications for the

flow of traffic between two big-box

shopping centers and a transit center in

the city’s busy retail district.

Click here to read the entire

article.

Groundbreaking ceremony for

Sand City dual-brand hotel next

week
January 9, 2024

James Herrera

SAND CITY – Getting ready for the start

of vertical construction of the first hotel

built in Sand City, a groundbreaking

ceremony will take place at the site of

the second phase of the planned South

of Tioga project.

Click here to read the entire

article.
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A gap in the Rec Trail might

finally get closed – as long as it

keeps room for trains.
December 28, 2023

David Schmaltz

SAND CITY – Before every plan, there

must first come an idea. On Dec. 19,

Zane Mortensen from EMC Planning

Group, Sand City’s contract planning

firm, presented to City Council an idea

that’s kicked around for years, but that is

now finally getting some legs under it:

connecting the approximately 1.5-mile

gap of the Monterey Bay Coastal Trail

between Canyon Del Rey in Seaside and

Playa Avenue in Sand City.

Click here to read the entire

article.

Public Service Announcements 

Code Compliance

The city has direction from the City Council on next steps with code compliance. If

your property does not have a Planning or use permit, contact the city to

Crime Prevention

Identity Theft is one of the fasted growing crimes in America. The Federal Trade

Commission (FTC) received 1.4 million reports of ID theft and states there is an ID

theft every 22 seconds. Cases are at an all time high because of the wider range

of theft methods utilized and the technology involved. Prevention is one of the best

ways to combat ID theft. Your Sand City Police Department has a handbook guide

available to you titled, “Identity Theft, Protect Yourself, Know What To Do.”

Visit the Police Department or City Hall during business hours and request your

free copy.
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Senior Taxi Vouchers
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Pollution Prevention
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Sand City Events Calendar 2024 
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Upcoming Meetings 

Art Park Workshop Visioning Presentation and Hearing

Join us at the February 20, 2024 City Council hearing for an Art Park Visioning

Presentation to discuss the future use of the city-owned Art Park. We look forward to

hearing from you!

DATE: Tuesday, February 20, 2024

TIME:

PLACE:   City Council Chambers, City Hall, 1 Pendergrass Way, Sand City, CA 93955

5:30 PM
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Objective Design Standards Presentation  

Join us at the March 14, 2024 Design Review Committee meeting for an Objective

Design Standards Presentation by architects Crandall and Arambula to discuss the

draft document and provide feedback. 

DATE:     Thursday, March 14, 2024

TIME:      12:00 PM

PLACE:  City Council Chambers

City Hall

1 Pendergrass Way

Sand City, CA 93955
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